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5 ~n~~::~ ~S:~i~~ ;i~~~IS:nd the
life of your carpet so don't be tempted to skimp on
them. 'A decent underlay isabout £8.50 per square
metre,' explains Ian Powers,Assistant Buyer of Floor
Coverings at John Lewis.'Heavy paper to line the
floor isaround sop per square metre and, in the
London area,grippers and fitting will add a further
£18.90 per square metre.' A good supplier will specify
the right width of carpet to reduce wastage.You can
cut costs further by clearing the room of furniture
and disposingof old carpet before the fitters arrive.

4 ;~~~~~~~n ~~made from cut pile, loop or
flatweave carpet and are a smart alternative to fitted
carpet. They come in standard widths between 59cm
and 70cm or can be made to order to leaveat least
Scmof floor visible at either side. 'Where there's fitted
carpet on the landing, it should go over the nosingof
the top step to cover the upper edge of the runner,'
advisesCrucial Trading'st::mmaHopkins, 'Generally,
where the stairs connect wooden floors, the runner
should start at the baseof the bottom step and end
under the nosingof the top step.'
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